ANRCETI will apply new tool to safeguard competition on electronic communications market

Sergiu Sitnic, Director of the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI), when asked to comment on the results of the EBRD assessment on the development of communications in transition economies with respect to Moldova, said that by the end of this year a new tool intended to safeguard competition will be applied on the electronic communications market – a mechanism required by the legislation in force and the recommendations recently provided by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). The aforementioned assessment was presented at the end of May in Tbilisi, Georgia, an event attended by an ANRCETI delegation.

The assessment contained a comparative analysis of the regulatory framework in 29 countries in Europe, CIS and Mongolia in terms of its compliance with the European norms applied in electronic communications and recommendations on the implementation of the necessary reforms.

The criteria for assessing the degree of compliance concerned the regulatory framework, market access and operational environment. The assessment showed that Moldova had “medium compliance” and was the second in CIS countries following Georgia. The authors noted that Moldova was the first CIS country to apply the general authorization regime, which simplified market entry.

They also emphasized that Moldova was beginning to implement the reforms in terms of regulation of operational environment and recommended that operational tools be applied in order to safeguard competition.

Sergiu Sitnic explained what EBRD meant, was, first of all, the tool used for determining the operators with significant power on relevant markets and for imposing special ex-ante obligations on these operators, so that they would not be able to distort competition. He stated that this tool was set forth in the Regulations on Identification and Analysis of Relevant Markets and Designation of Electronic Communications Network/Service Providers with Significant Market Power on those Markets, which came into force in February 2009. The Agency Director added that this was not noted by EBRD because the assessment was conducted before the Regulations became effective –January to June 2008.

In this regard, Sergiu Sitnic said that the Agency had already approved the list of relevant markets and was conducting market analysis in order to further designate the providers with significant market power and impose ex-ante obligations meant to safeguard competition. He stated that the obligations concern the provision of interconnection and access to competing providers, transparency and non-discrimination, publication of reference interconnection and access offers, cost-orientation of these services, application of separate accounting, etc.
S. Sitnic mentioned that this activity is aimed at removing the existing barriers in the provision of networks, services and associated facilities and at ensuring fair competition between market players. He said that the Agency has included the following issues in its list of short- and medium-term priorities: - to determine the indicators of quality of electronic communications services; - to adopt regulations on universal service, assignment of radio frequencies for non-governmental use, implementation of number portability, these tasks stemming from EBRD recommendations.
The EBRD document "Comparative assessment of telecommunications sector in transition economies" is available on EBRD Web site: http://www.ebrd.com/country/sector/law/telecoms/assess/index.htm.
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